
504 Plan vs Individualized 
Education Program (IEP)

504 IEP

No cost 

Educational
Accommo-

dation

Legal
Document

Follows FAPE

Used for IDD,
medical or
psychiatric
diagnoses

and LD

Originated from the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 Originates from Individuals

with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA)

Provides accommodations to
the learning environment to

meet the childs needs Modifies learning
environment to meet the

childs needs

Special education with
measurable goals & objectives

updated annually

No goals or objectives
Includes related services

Effective after high school in
higher education, workplace,

and community settings

13 Specific Disability Qualifiers

May include a more
restrictive environment

No special education

No evaluations necessary

Read more at 
Understood.

Visit our IEP Resources.

https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/parents/eligibility.shtml
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/the-difference-between-ieps-and-504-plans?utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google-search-grant&utm_campaign=g_en_legal_504_iep_lj&utm_content=fam%20lj%20legal%20504%20vs%20iep%20nb&utm_term=difference%20between%20504%20and%20iep_phrase%20match&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=11422660996&gbraid=0AAAAADo4Wqcy325sIqAX73MZvWn7sq1QA&gclid=CjwKCAjw2aPVBhBkEiwA0Cptt2vXw31Ei-ObdcvTE9RfSbbmKfWH2H07VbcBZZ8HHfccmfWOOhkIihoCMy8QAvD_BwE
https://www.arcnj.org/programs/childrens-advocacy/iep-reosurces.html
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