Celebrating 70 Years

of Advocacy The Arc.
1949-2019 of New Jersey

For eight weeks, The Arc of New Jersey is
relating its rich history with a series of
weekly emails celebrating the people and
events that have made The Arc the strong
vibrant organization it is today. To see
Volume 1 - The 1940's, click here.

Join us for a celebration of our past and present
at The Arc of New Jersey 70th Anniversary
Dinner and Awards on Thursday, November
21st. Tickets, journal ads and sponsorships are
available by visiting our website, emailing

cfortin@arcnj.org or calling 732.733.6013.

A Decade of Growth

September 1950

The first national convention of the National
Association of Parents and Friends is held in
Minneapolis, MN.

September 1951

The national convention adopted an amendment to
change its name to NARC. As the NJ Parents
Group w as concerned that the name w as not in
keeping w ith the parent-based nature of the
organization, it w asn't until April 1953 that they
changed the name of the NJ Chapter to NJARC.

October 1957

Theodore Lucas, 33 of Asbury Park, becomes the
first Executive Director of NJARC, and an office is
established in the Columbus Building at 524 1/2
Hamilton Ave, Trenton. This action w as deemed
necessary as the State Council grew to realize
that volunteers alone could no longer support the
grow ing chapters and ongoing statew ide
advocacy.

December 1957

The annual statew ide fundraising campaign is
declared "the most successful ever" with more
than $200,000 raised. That w ould equal $1.57
million in today's dollars.
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Fun Fact: The 1957 annual state conference of The Arc w as held on October 19 at the
Johnstone Training and Research Center, Bordentow n. The theme w as "The...Child (w ith /DD) in

the Community". Registration for the conference w as $.50 and lunch was $1.50.

Please Help Us Continue Our Great Work

§ 70000

The Arc of New Jersey 70th Anniversary Campaign

To continue the w onderful w ork of The Arc of New Jersey, we

need your help!In honor of our 70th Anniversary, The Arc of New

Jersey is launching a special 70th Anniversary campaign to 27009
raise $70,000. Please donate today to help us reach our goal!

DONATE NOW!
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