Advocacy Matters

We have a lot to say, so make sure to click
"View entire message" if it appears at the bottom of this
newsletter.

If you have been forwarded this message, you can subscribe
here.

This month NJSAP was present at 2 Conferences.

On June 8th Erin Smithers attended The Law and Disability Conference.

s to immigration policies, including the escalation in enforcement efforts and the impact on New Jersey

" Presentedby
COMMUNITY .
HEALTH LAW -] A = ntracts and Development, Community Health Law Project
ROJECT ) n

o Road New Jersey.

On June 15th Erin Smithers attended The Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities and Justice
Innovation Summit.



http://www.njselfadvocacyproject.org/
http://www.njselfadvocacyproject.org/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001PkT5eHO4C2JrwfPw-p5rdhN0hs6zmFCpw_-qIjyChHCjo8caQS7OnfriajZQWdRzRL_w8oJ-UatsYCC7QBeHthjpotosACKEiDlw07cbjhkra9kPcBx4gW6FI9bf_XOk0QqcieR1PU3-NjnEHKe3A2eQ4R1h09jV7UMSM9iFawgMIB9xGmVFCg%3D%3D
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001PkT5eHO4C2JrwfPw-p5rdhN0hs6zmFCpw_-qIjyChHCjo8caQS7OnfriajZQWdRzRL_w8oJ-UatsYCC7QBeHthjpotosACKEiDlw07cbjhkra9kPcBx4gW6FI9bf_XOk0QqcieR1PU3-NjnEHKe3A2eQ4R1h09jV7UMSM9iFawgMIB9xGmVFCg%3D%3D

This month our Council's worked on these items:

Updating the fundraisers on Bonfire. You can purchase items to help fund the NJSSAN
here.

Advocate and Author Morgan Neumann spoke at our AM Council to talk about her book
and how imperative it is to get the younger generation involved in advocacy.

Councils were also given information about the DRNJ Goals and Objectives survey.

Council One created a new flyer to invite new members to join!

Make your voice
heard!

Scan the QR code or visit
https://www.arcnj.org/programs/njsap/njssan-
councils/council-l.html for info on how to join.
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"It is not nice to make fun of
people, about the way they walk,
or their disability. Some people
might need a walker or talking
boxes, or a wheelchair. You
might end up using them too one
day"

Ellen Moskowitz
NJSSAN Member

If you would like the NJSAP team to provide a training to your group please reach out to us
at NJSAP@ArcNJ.org or fill out our training request form here.
Our Training and Technical Assistance Coordinator, Bianca, will happily get back and
arrange a time and day for the training!

On June 3rd, Bianca Najera delivered a training
to SCARC on Ready, Willing, and Anti-
Ableism. 150 participants were in attendance!
This training is about ableism, how it affects
our society, and how we can work to counter it.

Respect in a

Professional Se

READY,
\WILLINGAND
ANTI-AELEISM

PRESENTED BY THE NEW JERSEY SELF-ADVOCACY PROGRAM

On June 18th, Bianca Najera delivered a
training to The Arc of Salem on Respect in a
Professional Setting. 23 participants were in

attendance! This training is about what respect
is, why it's important, and provided examples.

This new resource is available on our website, or you can click on them to download them
directly to your computer!
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In June NJSAP held it's first Advocacy Group Advisor Support Meeting. These are quarterly
meetings designed to help professionals who advise advocacy groups. For June's meeting we
discussed ideas for guest speakers to get more out of the advocacy meetings.

Would you like to sign up for our Advocacy Advisor Support Meetings?
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Quick Tip:

Practice asking follow-up questions
when you don’t understand
something.

Asking for clarification is a form of
self-advocacy and helps you make
informed decisions.

NJSAP webinars are for adults and students with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities,
their family members, and Direct Support Professionals.

We present hour-long trainings every Tuesday at 2 PM on a variety of topics relating to self-
advocacy and healthy living, available to view right from your home, office, classroom or wherever
you may be!

View our latest advocacy webinar below: Domestic Violence and People with Disabilities - Part 4,
Building Connections and Q&A Follow-Up.

Ember Maselli, MSW @

Every month Erin Smithers presents a short video on different aspects of The New Jersey
Self-Advocacy Program. Visit our Youtube Playlist to see all the NJSAP Wrap-Up videos and
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learn all about our program!

A VIDEO SER!E.S‘THAT‘
NJISAP, ADVOCAC!
‘ S

This month Erin Smithers talked about Person First and Identity First Language.
Click on the images to visit the playlist or watch the video.

The Director of NJSAP, Erin Smithers, would like to attend your advocacy group to connect
our program to yours, provide trainings and resources (including advisor trainings), or to
help you start an advocacy group if you don't have one!

Please reach out to Erin Smithers to schedule a visit: ESmithers@arcnj.org

free trainings to"
help/vou start; ‘and
maintain, a
successful advocacy.
group for' peopile
with IDD.

&k

Visit our'website tolsignh up for'your free trainings!
https://wWww-archj.org/programs/nisap/trainings.html
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On July 17 NJSAP will have a table
at Pier Village in Long Branch, NJ.

We are inviting advocates from
around NJ to come give out
information on Disability Pride
Month, The Anniversary of the
signing of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), and
information about NJSAP and the
NJSSAN.

The table will be set up from
10am - 2pm, in between The
Robinson Ale house and 7-11!

Disability Pride &
The ADA Anniversary

“"duly 17, 2026
10am - 2pm

el

Come hand out resources,
spread information, and have
fun!

Visit https.//www.arcnj.org/programs/njsap to RSVP!

Governmental

Affairs %

Ambassador Program

I
On Zoom 1AM - 12 PM

| August | November

7th 6th

This is a quarterly meeting intended to help individuals
with IDD get more involved in legislative advocacy!

Join Erin Smithers and Michael Pearson Jr. to learn

about current bills going through the NJ legislature.

Each meeting will end with an advocacy activity or
training.

Join The Meeting Here:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/895556683U5
/

Join us for our new Governmental
Affairs Ambassador Program!

These are quarterly meetings for
advocates. We will discuss current
bills going through the NJ
legislature. There will also be an
advocacy training or activity during
each meeting.

No need to register, just join us on
August 7th at 11am!
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Save the Date for NJSAP's Annual
Fall Conference!
In Person!
October 2nd, 2026 at
Pines Manor in Edison

Sponsorship Options are now

available!

Save the
Date

The 42nd Annual 5%
NJ Statewide Self-Advocacy Network

Fall Conference

Pines Manor
2085 Lincoln Hwy.
ocCT Edison, NJ 08817
02 Registration opens
this summer

Want to get involved in advocacy campaigns or upcoming events? Here is what is
available.

Plan your own event with NJSAP! Reach out to Erin Smithers to get started:
ESmithers@arcnj.org.

Summer EBT is a Federal Child
Nutrition Program that provides
qualifying families with a one-
time $120 EBT card per eligible
child to help purchase groceries
during the summer.

Eligible students will receive a
new Summer EBT card each
year!

Remember, Summer EBT Benefits have a strict time limit
Eligible Families who receive Summer EBT funds have 12;
days (approximately 4 months) to use their benefits. |
benefits are not used within the 122-day time period, th
funds will be returned to the federal government anc
cannot be reissued.

Dual participation in the Summer EBT program i
prohibited. This means that children may not receivi
multiple benefit allotments from the same State, or fron
more than one State, each summer.

To see if your child is eligible to receive a NJ Summer EBT benefit card this summer, use the

* Activating My Card
My Summer EET Balance
« Changing My PIN

« Reporting a Lost, Stolen, or Damaged

Card
* Requesta Replacement Card
* Lock/Unlock My Card

If your child attends a participating
school:
= My Child’s Eligibility Status
* The Address Where My Card Was
Mailed
* The Date of Birth Listed for My Child

I your child does not attend a
participating schoel or is home-schooled
and between the ages of 6-16.

My Child's Eligibility Status

« The Address Where My Card Was

Mailed
* The Date of Birth Listed for My Child

To Opt Qut (Decling) Receiving Summer
EBT Benefits

EBT Connect
EBT Card Customer Service Client Portal
1-800-997-3333 26[E]

ConnectEBT Mobile App
Available on Apple and Android/Google

Scan Here to Confirm Your Child’s Eligibility

O
Call Your Child’s School to Confirm Eligibility

Scan Here to Confirm Your Child's Eligibility

Summer EBT is a Federal Child Nutrition
Program that provides qualifying families with
a one-time $120 EBT card per eligible child to

help purchase groceries during the summer.
Eligible students will receive a new Summer
EBT card each year!

CAU COMMUNITY PLAYERS
'PRESENTS
’

Q

Join the CAU Community Players’ 15th
Anniversary show, “Seussical Jr.!”

Showtimes are:
Friday, July 17 & Saturday, July 18
Doors: 6 PM
Show: 7 PM

Sunday, July 19
Doors: 1 PM
Show: 2 PM

General Admission Tickets: $20
(All In Pricing)

Take part in these current action alerts!
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ACTION ACTION
ALERT

Tell Congress: Protect Medicaid Defend IDEA: Keep Special
Home and Community-Based Education Where It Belongs
Services

-

—L
CJA

CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADVOCACY PROGRAM

FIA\
/1 Family
TheAre Institute

Advocacy + Empowerment R e
. Resources + Education Planning for Adult Lif¢

. Sign up for Children's
Sign up for CJAP Advocacy

PFAL

Sign up for Family Institute Sign up for PFAL

Healthy Times S, w /
The Arc.

of New Jersey
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Sign up for Healthcare Sign up for The Arc of NJ
Advocacy

We are holding monthly NJSSAN
Council meetings virtually!
For information regarding your
Council area, please click here.
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ed. 5:30PM - 7PM Council 3: 2nd Tues.

Council 2: 4th Wed. 3 - 4:30PM Council 4/5: 3rd Wed

v

:30 - 7PM
3PM - 4PM

tatewide AM Council: Znd Wed. 10- 11 AM
Advisory Board: Last Mon. 3-4PM. Every other month. By Invite only.

Interested in joining the NJSSAN? See below to sign up for emails from
your Council!

Council 1 Council 2

Hunterdon, Morris, Sussex & Warren Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Passaic & Union
Counties Counties

Join Council 1 Email List Join Council 2 Email List
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Council 3
Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Ocean &
Somerset Counties

Council 4
Burlington, Camden, Gloucester & Salem
Counties

Council 5
Atlantic, Cape May & Cumberland Counties

The New Jersey Statewide Self-Advocacy
Network (NJSSAN) is made up of people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities
(IDD) throughout the state. The NJSSAN is
used as a means of supporting positive change
on both a personal and social level. It consists
of 6 Councils based on geographic location
within the state.

You can read the current NJSSAN Priorities

here.

Facebook

Statewide A.M. Council
All NJ Counties

Join Statewide A.M. Council
Email List

NJ Statewide Self-Advocacy
Network
Position Statements

in 1983 ge indivi

their lives o lves of others with disabilities.

'We work together with these individuals to form The New Jersey Statewide Self-
Advocacy Network (NJSSAN), which s used as means of supporting
level, ists offive Councils

based on geographic location within the state.

3. Transportation

4. Supported Decision Making and Alternatives to Gt

5. Raising Awareness of IDD Issues

Instagram Youtube
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