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We have a lot to say, so make sure to click

﻿"View entire message" if it appears at the bottom of this
newsletter. ﻿

﻿If you have been forwarded this message, you can subscribe
here.

June Events
This month NJSAP was present at 2 Conferences.

On June 8th Erin Smithers attended The Law and Disability Conference.

On June 15th Erin Smithers attended The Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities and Justice
Innovation Summit.
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Council Agenda Items
This month our Council's worked on these items:

Updating the fundraisers on Bonfire. You can purchase items to help fund the NJSSAN
here.﻿

Advocate and Author Morgan Neumann spoke at our AM Council to talk about her book
and how imperative it is to get the younger generation involved in advocacy.﻿

Councils were also given information about the DRNJ Goals and Objectives survey.

Council One created a new flyer to invite new members to join!

Advocacy In Action
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"It is not nice to make fun of
people, about the way they walk,
or their disability. Some people
might need a walker or talking

boxes, or a wheelchair. You
might end up using them too one

day"﻿
﻿Ellen Moskowitz﻿
﻿NJSSAN Member

Advocacy Trainings
If you would like the NJSAP team to provide a training to your group please reach out to us

at NJSAP@ArcNJ.org or fill out our training request form here. ﻿
﻿Our Training and Technical Assistance Coordinator, Bianca, will happily get back and

arrange a time and day for the training!

 

On June 3rd, Bianca Najera delivered a training
to SCARC on Ready, Willing, and Anti-

Ableism. 150 participants were in attendance!
This training is about ableism, how it affects

our society, and how we can work to counter it.

 

On June 18th, Bianca Najera delivered a
training to The Arc of Salem on Respect in a
Professional Setting. 23 participants were in

attendance! This training is about what respect
is, why it's important, and provided examples.

 

New Resources
This new resource is available on our website, or you can click on them to download them

directly to your computer!

https://www.arcnj.org/programs/njsap/trainings.html
https://www.arcnj.org/programs/njsap/


In June NJSAP held it's first Advocacy Group Advisor Support Meeting. These are quarterly
meetings designed to help professionals who advise advocacy groups. For June's meeting we

discussed ideas for guest speakers to get more out of the advocacy meetings.

Would you like to sign up for our Advocacy Advisor Support Meetings?

Join the email list here!

We also offer 'Quick Tips' on advocating, staying connected, and living independently, on our
social media platforms﻿:
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Quick Tip: ﻿
﻿Practice asking follow-up questions

when you don’t understand
something. ﻿

﻿Asking for clarification is a form of
self-advocacy and helps you make

informed decisions.

NJSAP Webinars
NJSAP webinars are for adults and students with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities,

their family members, and Direct Support Professionals.

We present hour-long trainings every Tuesday at 2 PM on a variety of topics relating to self-
advocacy and healthy living, available to view right from your home, office, classroom or wherever

you may be!

View our latest advocacy webinar below: Domestic Violence and People with Disabilities - Part 4,
Building Connections and Q&A Follow-Up.

NJSAP Wrap-Up
Every month Erin Smithers presents a short video on different aspects of The New Jersey

Self-Advocacy Program. Visit our Youtube Playlist to see all the NJSAP Wrap-Up videos and

https://youtu.be/bz5LfqhpJTA
https://youtu.be/bz5LfqhpJTA
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtVYXyDznvMbUtO1kP31-kJTlu11Kst7P&feature=shared


learn all about our program!

This month Erin Smithers talked about Person First and Identity First Language.﻿
﻿Click on the images to visit the playlist or watch the video.

NJSAP Reach
The Director of NJSAP, Erin Smithers, would like to attend your advocacy group to connect

our program to yours, provide trainings and resources (including advisor trainings), or to
help you start an advocacy group if you don't have one! 

Please reach out to Erin Smithers to schedule a visit: ESmithers@arcnj.org

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YXqc1WmK0kg&list=PLtVYXyDznvMbUtO1kP31-kJTlu11Kst7P&index=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YXqc1WmK0kg&list=PLtVYXyDznvMbUtO1kP31-kJTlu11Kst7P&index=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YXqc1WmK0kg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YXqc1WmK0kg
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Upcoming NJSAP Events
On July 17 NJSAP will have a table
at Pier Village in Long Branch, NJ.﻿

﻿We are inviting advocates from
around NJ to come give out

information on Disability Pride
Month, The Anniversary of the
signing of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), and

information about NJSAP and the
NJSSAN. ﻿

﻿The table will be set up from ﻿
﻿10am - 2pm, in between The

Robinson Ale house and 7-11!

RSVP HERE!

 

 

Join us for our new Governmental
Affairs Ambassador Program!

These are quarterly meetings for
advocates. We will discuss current

bills going through the NJ
legislature. There will also be an

advocacy training or activity during
each meeting.

No need to register, just join us on
August 7th at 11am!

https://www.arcnj.org/programs/njsap/ada-awareness.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/00354e99301/01c68daa-fab5-4695-a8b4-e8fc65e21da3.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/00354e99301/01c68daa-fab5-4695-a8b4-e8fc65e21da3.pdf?rdr=true
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89555668345
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89555668345


 

Save the Date for NJSAP's Annual
Fall Conference!﻿

﻿In Person!﻿
﻿October 2nd, 2026 at ﻿
﻿Pines Manor in Edison

Sponsorship Options are now
available!

Get Involved
Want to get involved in advocacy campaigns or upcoming events? Here is what is

available.﻿

﻿Plan your own event with NJSAP! Reach out to Erin Smithers to get started:
ESmithers@arcnj.org.

Summer EBT is a Federal Child Nutrition
Program that provides qualifying families with
a one-time $120 EBT card per eligible child to

help purchase groceries during the summer.
Eligible students will receive a new Summer

EBT card each year!

Join the CAU Community Players’ 15th
Anniversary show, “Seussical Jr.!”

﻿Showtimes are:﻿
﻿Friday, July 17 & Saturday, July 18

Doors: 6 PM
Show: 7 PM﻿

Sunday, July 19
Doors: 1 PM
Show: 2 PM﻿

General Admission Tickets: $20 ﻿
﻿(All In Pricing)

Get your Tickets Here!

Take part in these current action alerts!

https://www.arcnj.org/programs/njsap/conference/
https://www.arcnj.org/programs/njsap/conference/
mailto:ESmithers@arcnj.org
https://ucpac.vbotickets.com/event/CAU_PLAYERS_PRESENT_SEUSSICAL_JR/192094?ref=button1&_gl=1*gusi7k*_gcl_au*MjgxNzkwNTQ3LjE3ODAzMjQyNjM.


Tell Congress: Protect Medicaid
Home and Community-Based

Services

Defend IDEA: Keep Special
Education Where It Belongs

Want to see everything The Arc of NJ has to offer?﻿
﻿Sign up below to receive the newsletters from the different programs at The

Arc of NJ

Sign up for CJAP
Sign up for Children's

Advocacy

Sign up for Family Institute Sign up for PFAL

https://act.thearc.org/campaign/160808/
https://act.thearc.org/campaign/160808/
https://act.thearc.org/campaign/160808/
https://act.thearc.org/campaign/164768/
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https://www.arcnj.org/programs/criminal-justice-advocacy-program/webinar-announcements.html
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Sign up for Healthcare
Advocacy

Sign up for The Arc of NJ

NJSSAN Calendars
 

We are holding monthly NJSSAN
Council meetings virtually!

﻿ For information regarding your
Council area, please click here.

 

2026
Calendar﻿

﻿------------->﻿

﻿Click on the image to download
the calendar

Interested in joining the NJSSAN? See below to sign up for emails from
your Council!

Council 1
Hunterdon, Morris, Sussex & Warren

Counties

Join Council 1 Email List

Council 2﻿
﻿Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Passaic & Union

Counties

Join Council 2 Email List
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Council 3﻿
﻿Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Ocean &

Somerset Counties

Join Council 3 Email List

Council 4﻿
﻿Burlington, Camden, Gloucester & Salem

Counties

Join Council 4 Email List

Council 5
Atlantic, Cape May & Cumberland Counties

Join Council 5 Email List

Statewide A.M. Council
All NJ Counties

Join Statewide A.M. Council
Email List

 

The New Jersey Statewide Self-Advocacy
Network (NJSSAN) is made up of people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities
(IDD) throughout the state. The NJSSAN is
used as a means of supporting positive change
on both a personal and social level. It consists
of 6 Councils based on geographic location
within the state.

You can read the current NJSSAN Priorities
here.

*You are encouraged to share this information with others who may also be interested. However, if you
are forwarding this email, please delete the "unsubscribe" link at the bottom of this page. If you do not
remove the "unsubscribe" option and a person who receives your forwarded email clicks "unsubscribe,"

it would result in your name being removed from our distribution list.  

X/Twitter Facebook

 

Instagram Youtube

https://www.arcnj.org/programs/njsap/self_advocacy.html
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