
October 5, 2016

Celebrating National Disability
Employment Awareness Month

Each October, we stop to celebrate National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM) to raise
awareness about disability employment issues and the individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities
succeeding in the workforce. This month is an opportunity to celebrate the many and varied contributions of
America's workers with disabilities. With this in mind, we are proud to present Wednesday's 'Watch Me Work'
Series that will introduce you, each week, to a different individual who is succeeding in competitive employment. 

We urge you to also take some time this month to promote this important occasion. You can do so on social media
with your Facebook or Twitter posts, or in a letter to the editor to your local newspaper. 

Additionally, please join us for a webinar on Wednesday, Oct. 19 at 6 pm that will focus on the Pre-
Employment Transition Services program offered by the New Jersey Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
Services. 

We'd also love to hear your employment stories! Feel free to email us about your successes and/or challenges of
finding and keeping employment in the community and we may feature your story on our Facebook or Twitter
page throughout the month. 

Happy National Disability Employment Awareness Month!

Resources for
Finding, Keeping
Employment

If you or someone you know has
a disability and is interested in
competitive employment in the
community, be sure to contact
Project HIRE. Project HIRE is
a supported employment
program designed to connect
people with disabilities
to integrated employment
opportunities in their

Wednesday's 'Watch Me Work'
with Barbara Coppens

Barbara Coppens works for
Disabilities Rights New
Jersey (DRNJ) as an
advocate assistant and it's a
position she's very proud to
have. Working at DRNJ for
the past 11 years and 3
months, Barbara advocates
for community living for
people with disabilities. She
also focuses on issues like
transportation and voting

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Dx7Vqxt1TFECZJKlLC82HLd7j8upW9XoyEY8on9moQr1MZaFLyFj-8ffY6k5Ec_TZR9wUb31kLQ3db3oBUf3eAJQMACNOw7R5iDxUYgfLBk6iZpTCVUVpah2Kj1fLt1rzkemlR1TrviLTSEuwbzZibcJ0hkp3odNIxtEdadgaZ0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Dx7Vqxt1TFECZJKlLC82HLd7j8upW9XoyEY8on9moQr1MZaFLyFj-8KoqyEuAPk_qweiXpD9dpZNXn_h-BJJGq-Q22ErOB8q2GKrPjhpVlYZJ7_jG0jHdidWVUtScXskk1eRDA8mCawBTtXwEkRl70UC2HejxnB5F8yXQ11ByhrnpbHslbLQA26UFFAFkqwTNS-WbkS3xZcnzyCymykV0Gl9-QspmMF-Qne-8EkDP1U=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Dx7Vqxt1TFECZJKlLC82HLd7j8upW9XoyEY8on9moQr1MZaFLyFj-9-NbGqYFo3j6qFSZ5x9R1Nti7RFEiUL2rXwp4xtL45r644OWrGiN8wKvykQXHY8XqTeXDPR5OmnyR9LG-HwXojgQLe3vnZk7lLqKBIN7kPaOR4XLFc5fvyGCxaR8sITQp5HoeIX3aZR3lHIAn4AD6TURnWRdnmViJW5eDQQbfXg&c=&ch=
mailto:slevine@arcnj.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Dx7Vqxt1TFECZJKlLC82HLd7j8upW9XoyEY8on9moQr1MZaFLyFj-88X_vL8kiRjzKFmskaqhE5Vr4MrvnR_Nd_2V1h0TllLfnXwXO1uIWN-ULjlAu2eWgTaRk9nqqa4D2hbO8ROYAcCSJIGSR0IJw3CAF8LOIgnCIcswtNVqwNYeBMbBhBntDS2M9GPpF1Jcfxu2Xel-oo=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Dx7Vqxt1TFECZJKlLC82HLd7j8upW9XoyEY8on9moQr1MZaFLyFj-4Kmo4pYnCOsncSnV_maQVcQoC0N9ognVbnqXi_9t_Gu2YjG19pZvoWgN_PfetF1qsTvmPEo_IoGKyITNehEDnMNNNCp4aOUrr6NALJXMyOOpgiDvWAoLnep09Jyg11ypQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Dx7Vqxt1TFECZJKlLC82HLd7j8upW9XoyEY8on9moQr1MZaFLyFj-8YX_-s1yKD_l4jczS5jlOhCamxowj2RQv7lRIyJRbhYn4C7rzp0Qt03ZxHyVjPozb-r-QWXqxqtE9KFqXYUFHA7WmJtQx3HmFN-JOIEqujdo43_UqJuwP2nvDmV9B_nrZuZeUywR2XcBWZwklKrfl8=&c=&ch=


Barbara Coppens is a long-time
employee at Disability Rights New

Jersey.

community. The program also
assists middle and high school
students in their preparation and
transition to adult life with
its School-to-Work program.
Those interested in work can
also visit the New Jersey
Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation
Services (DVRS). DVRS
provides vocational counseling
and guidance, placement
services, job search skill
development, supported
employment (SE), and time-
limited placement and coaching
(TLPC), among other things.
Services are available to
any individual with a physical,
mental, cognitive, or other
disability that is a substantial
impediment to employment.

rights. Barbara enjoys
advocating for people and
that's why she also attends
many advocacy meetings
hosted by different members
of the disability community.
Barbara says that DRNJ is
a great agency to work
for and she really enjoys the
people she works with at the
office. Barbara also enjoys
making her own money and
working helps build her
confidence and gets her out
in the community.  

US Dept. of Labor Promotes
#InclusionWorks for NDEAM 
The Office of
Disability
Employment
Policy, under the
US Department
of Labor is also
celebrating
National
Disability
Employment
Awareness
Month (NDEAM).
Be sure to check
out their web site for additional information and resources that will
you celebrate this important occasion. 
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